REVIEW OF CRIME, PEACE AND SOCIETY
ISSN (0): 3079-6105, ISSN (P): 3079-6091
Vol. 3, No. 7, 2026, 191-212

Street Crime Prevention Education and Peace Resilience: A Community-Based
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Ms. Tooba Naseer Ahmed *!

Abstract

Street crime poses a significant challenge to public safety, social
cohesion, and peaceful coexistence in urban communities. Although law
enforcement remains essential for crime control, crime prevention
education serves as an important strategy for strengthening community
resilience and promoting sustainable peace. This study examines the
role of street crime prevention education in fostering peace resilience
through a community-based approach. The study employs a descriptive
mixed-methods research design to explore public awareness, preventive
knowledge, community participation, and perceptions of safety in
relation to street crime. A sample of 200 participants was selected from
urban communities in Karachi using a purposive sampling technique to
obtain relevant information regarding crime prevention education,
community safety, and peace resilience. Quantitative and qualitative
data were used to examine respondents' perceptions of crime
prevention practices, public trust, social harmony, and collective
responsibility. The study also explores the significance of collaboration
among  educational institutions, community  organizations,
policymakers, and law enforcement agencies in promoting preventive
practices and strengthening public trust. The findings highlight the role
of crime prevention education in enhancing public awareness,
encouraging collective responsibility, and supporting resilient
communities. The study concludes that integrating educational
initiatives into community development and public safety policies can
contribute to strengthening peace resilience, improving social cohesion,
and building safer and more sustainable urban communities.
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Introduction

Street crime is an important urban social and public safety concern because it affects not only
individuals and their property but also perceptions of safety, mobility, social relationships,
and community life. Urban crime is influenced by a combination of individual, social,
environmental, and situational factors. The routine activity perspective explains that crime is
more likely to occur when motivated offenders, suitable targets, and insufficient guardianship
converge in time and space (Cohen & Felson, 1979). Similarly, situational crime prevention
emphasizes reducing opportunities for crime by increasing risks for offenders and
strengthening preventive conditions within particular environments (Clarke, 1995). These
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perspectives suggest that effective crime prevention requires attention not only to law
enforcement but also to the social and environmental conditions in which crime occurs.

Community participation has increasingly been recognized as an important component of
crime prevention. Social disorganization and collective efficacy perspectives emphasize the
importance of social relationships, mutual trust, informal social control, and residents'
willingness to act for the common good (Shaw & McKay, 1942; Sampson et al., 1997).
Communities with stronger social connections and collective capacity may be better
positioned to identify local risks, support vulnerable residents, and respond collectively to
problems. Research on community-based crime prevention has similarly demonstrated that
resident participation and social capital can contribute to community safety. For example,
Matsukawa and Tatsuki (2018) found that community crime prevention activities were
associated with social capital and perceptions of community safety, while Lockey et al. (2019)
reported that a community engagement intervention was associated with increased social
capital, confidence in police, and reduced fear of crime.

Crime prevention therefore needs to move beyond a solely reactive approach and include
preventive education and community engagement. Evidence-based crime prevention
emphasizes the importance of selecting interventions according to available evidence and
evaluating their effectiveness (Welsh & Farrington, 2007). Similarly, systematic evidence
indicates that community and problem-solving approaches to disorder can contribute to
reductions in crime, whereas aggressive order-maintenance approaches do not consistently
produce the same outcomes (Braga et al., 2019). Community awareness programmes can also
influence how residents understand and respond to crime. Chataway and Hart (2018), for
example, found that awareness of community crime prevention initiatives was associated with
differences in attitudes toward victimization and fear of crime.

Fear of crime is another important dimension of urban safety. It may influence how individuals
use public spaces, travel, interact with others, and participate in community activities. Hale
(1996) demonstrated that fear of crime is a complex phenomenon influenced by a range of
personal, social, environmental, and contextual factors. Earlier research has also distinguished
between actual victimization and perceptions of risk, showing that people's fear may not
always correspond directly with their objective likelihood of victimization (Ferraro, 1995;
Skogan, 1990). Consequently, crime prevention education should provide practical and
accurate safety information while avoiding communication practices that unnecessarily
increase fear.

The relationship between crime-related information and fear has become particularly
important with the expansion of digital and social media. Media exposure can shape
perceptions of crime and personal risk. Romer et al. (2003) found that exposure to local
television news was associated with greater concern about crime, while Intravia et al. (2017)
examined the relationship between social media consumption and fear of crime among mostly
young adults. More recent research has shown that locality-based social media can influence
perceptions of neighbourhood crime and safety. Zahnow and Smith (2024), using survey data
from 1,000 Australians, found that frequent exposure to crime content on locality-based social
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media was related to perceptions of neighbourhood crime and safety, while active content
engagement was associated with greater participation in offline crime prevention.

Social media is also relevant to the development of youth identity and social comparison.
Social networking environments provide young people with opportunities for communication,
self-presentation, interaction, and comparison with others (Valkenburg & Peter, 2011). Vogel
et al. (2014) found that social media provides substantial opportunities for social comparison
and that exposure to upward social comparisons may be associated with lower self-esteem.
These findings are relevant to the present study because university students increasingly
construct and negotiate aspects of their social identity through both online and offline
interactions. Social identity theory also emphasizes that individuals develop part of their self-
concept through their membership in social groups and their relationships with others (Tajfel
& Turner, 1979; Tajfel, 1981).

Community identity is therefore closely connected with participation and social relationships.
Putnam (2000) emphasized the importance of social capital, networks, trust, and civic
engagement in sustaining community life. Similarly, Zeldin (2004) highlighted youth
engagement and community membership as important elements in addressing youth violence
and promoting positive youth development. Such perspectives suggest that young people
should not be viewed only as potential victims of urban crime but also as active participants
who can contribute to community safety and social responsibility.

The increasing use of digital communication has also changed the way communities interact.
Online communication can provide young people with opportunities for connection,
information sharing, and social interaction, although it also involves potential psychosocial
risks (Valkenburg & Peter, 2011). Research on networked communities further demonstrates
that digital platforms can supplement geographically based relationships rather than simply
replace them (Wellman, 2001; Baym, 2015). Locality-based social media may therefore
provide an additional channel through which residents share information about neighbourhood
conditions, safety concerns, and community activities (Zahnow & Smith, 2024). At the same
time, maintaining face-to-face relationships remains important for building trust and
collective responsibility.

The role of institutions and public trust is also important in community-based crime
prevention. Procedural justice research suggests that perceptions of fairness, respect, and
openness in interactions with authorities can contribute to institutional trust and legitimacy
(Hough et al., 2010). Public cooperation is particularly important where crime prevention
depends on communication between residents and law enforcement agencies. Community
policing approaches seek to strengthen such relationships by involving communities in
identifying and addressing local problems. Recent research from Karachi has similarly
highlighted the importance of trust, collaboration, community participation, and institutional
support in addressing street crime (Korai et al., 2025). Research on urban communities in
Karachi has also reported positive relationships among community policing, social capital,
and crime prevention (Awais & Raza, 2025).
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The Karachi context provides particular relevance to this discussion. Karachi is a large and
densely populated metropolitan city where street crime has remained a significant public
safety concern. Research on perceived safety and fear of crime in Karachi has examined how
environmental conditions, previous experiences, and characteristics of public spaces influence
perceptions of safety (Igbal & Nazir, 2025). Earlier research has also examined fear of
victimization among Karachi's adult population, demonstrating the importance of
understanding the relationship between perceived crime and reported crime (Kirmani, 2006).
Recent local research continues to examine community policing and street crime, emphasizing
the importance of public trust and community collaboration in crime prevention.

Street crime in Karachi also includes offences such as mobile phone snatching, vehicle theft,
and robbery. Research specifically examining mobile phone snatching in Karachi has
considered its economic dimensions and the networks associated with this form of street crime
(Arifeen et al., 2015). More recent reporting based on police and CPLC data continues to
identify street crime, including mobile phone snatching and vehicle-related offences, as
significant concerns for residents of the city.

Against this background, crime prevention education can be understood as a mechanism
through which individuals and communities acquire knowledge about risks, preventive
practices, responsible reporting, community participation, and appropriate responses to unsafe
situations. Such education does not replace professional policing; rather, it can complement
formal crime prevention by improving public awareness and strengthening constructive
cooperation between communities and institutions. Situational crime prevention, collective
efficacy, community engagement, and procedural justice perspectives collectively support the
importance of combining preventive knowledge with community participation and
institutional trust (Clarke, 1995; Sampson et al., 1997; Lockey et al., 2019; Hough et al.,
2010).

For young people, particularly university students living in urban environments, this issue has
additional significance. Their daily mobility, educational activities, social interactions, and
extensive use of digital platforms expose them to both physical and information-based
dimensions of urban safety. Crime-related information may influence their perceptions of risk
and behaviour, while participation in community initiatives may contribute to civic
responsibility and stronger social relationships. Therefore, examining street crime prevention
education through a social work perspective provides an opportunity to understand how
preventive knowledge, community participation, social identity, and perceptions of safety are
interconnected.

The present study consequently examines the role of street crime prevention education in the
formation and reconstruction of social identity among urban youth. It specifically focuses on
how public safety awareness influences self-perception, behaviour, and lifestyle choices; how
exposure to crime-related information relates to social comparison, psychological well-being,
and fear of crime; how community-based educational initiatives influence digital and
traditional neighbourhood interaction; and how crime prevention campaigns may produce
both positive and negative effects on youth development, civic responsibility, and social
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behaviour. By examining these dimensions among university students in Karachi, the study
contributes to the broader discussion of community-based crime prevention, youth
engagement, social work, and peace resilience in urban settings.

Research Objectives

The main objectives of this study are as follows:

1. To examine the role of street crime prevention education in the formation and
reconstruction of social identity among urban youth.

2. To analyze how structured public safety awareness influences self-perception,
behavior, and lifestyle choices of university students.

3. To explore the impact of crime-related information exposure on social comparison,
psychological well-being, and fear indices of youth.

4. To investigate the role of community-based educational initiatives in shaping digital
and traditional neighborhood interaction patterns.

5. To identify the positive and negative effects of crime prevention campaigns on youth
development, civic responsibility, and social behavior.

Literature Review

The concept of peace resilience in urban communities affected by persistent crime can be
understood through the distinction between negative and positive peace. Galtung (1969)
conceptualized negative peace as the absence of direct violence, while positive peace involves
conditions that support justice, cooperation, equality, and constructive social relationships.
From this perspective, safer communities require more than the temporary absence of violent
incidents. They also require social conditions that enable residents to trust one another,
participate in community life, and address local problems collectively. The development of
community resilience further emphasizes the capacity of individuals and communities to adapt
to adversity, maintain social functioning, and mobilize resources during periods of disruption
(Norris et al., 2008; Magis, 2010). In urban environments affected by crime, these perspectives
provide a useful basis for understanding how social cohesion, collective action, institutional
responsiveness, and preventive education may contribute to peace resilience.

Crime is not distributed randomly across urban environments. Environmental criminology
emphasizes the importance of place, routine activities, and the physical and social
characteristics of locations in shaping opportunities for crime (Brantingham & Brantingham,
1993). The concept of defensible space similarly suggests that the design and use of physical
environments can influence informal social control and perceptions of safety (Newman,
1972). Crime Prevention through Environmental Design also emphasizes natural surveillance,
territorial reinforcement, access control, and appropriate environmental management as
elements that can reduce opportunities for crime (Crowe, 2000). These approaches indicate
that crime prevention can involve environmental and community-based strategies in addition
to conventional law enforcement. Problem-oriented policing provides another preventive
framework by encouraging police agencies to identify the underlying conditions associated
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with recurring crime problems and develop context-specific responses (Goldstein, 1990;
Hinkle et al., 2020).

Street crime can produce economic consequences for victims, households, businesses, and
wider communities. The costs of crime extend beyond direct property losses and may include
medical expenses, lost productivity, security expenditure, and other consequences associated
with victimization (Cohen, 1988). Individuals and households with fewer financial resources
may have greater difficulty recovering from unexpected losses, making the socioeconomic
consequences of victimization particularly important from a social development perspective.
Crime may also influence decisions about where people work, shop, travel, and invest.
Research on the relationship between crime and urban property markets has shown that
perceptions and levels of crime can influence housing values and neighborhood desirability
(Gibbons, 2004). Consequently, persistent crime can affect not only individual victims but
also the broader social and economic functioning of urban communities.

The psychological consequences of victimization are another important dimension of urban
crime. Exposure to violent or threatening events can be associated with psychological distress,
anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress symptoms, although the nature and severity of
these outcomes vary according to the type of exposure and individual circumstances (Breslau,
2009). Research on traumatic stress has demonstrated that exposure to violence can have
longer-term consequences for psychological well-being and social functioning (Norris et al.,
2002). Fear of crime may also influence everyday behavior even among individuals who have
not personally experienced victimization. Warr (1987) demonstrated that perceived risk and
fear can influence behavioral responses to crime, while Taylor and Hale (1986) highlighted
the importance of vulnerability, environmental conditions, and social context in understanding
fear of crime. These findings are relevant to urban youth because persistent perceptions of
insecurity may affect mobility, participation in public spaces, and interaction with others.

Fear of crime may also have implications for community cohesion and collective efficacy.
Collective efficacy refers to the combination of social cohesion and the willingness of
residents to intervene for the common good (Sampson et al., 1997). Communities with
stronger social relationships may possess greater capacity to respond collectively to local
problems. Conversely, persistent fear and social withdrawal can reduce opportunities for
neighborhood interaction and weaken informal social control. Research has shown that
neighborhood social ties and collective efficacy are associated with perceptions of crime risk
and fear, although these relationships can vary across communities (Morenoff et al., 2001,
Swatt et al., 2013). Research on social cohesion and crime further suggests that neighborhood-
level social relationships can be important for understanding victimization and fear of crime
(Hardyns & Pauwels, 2012). Thus, strengthening community relationships can be considered
an important component of broader crime prevention and resilience strategies.

Community resilience does not mean that communities can replace formal institutions. Rather,
resilience involves the ability of communities to mobilize social, institutional, and material
resources when facing adversity (Norris et al., 2008). Community-based initiatives, youth
programmes, neighborhood organizations, and local partnerships can provide opportunities
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for residents to share information, support vulnerable groups, and participate in preventive
activities. Research on youth development also emphasizes the importance of positive
relationships, social participation, and opportunities for meaningful contribution to
community life (Lerner et al., 2005). In the context of street crime prevention, such approaches
can position young people as active participants in community safety rather than viewing them
only as potential victims or passive recipients of security interventions.

Community-oriented and problem-oriented policing can provide an institutional dimension to
these community processes. Community policing seeks to develop partnerships between
police and communities and to address local safety concerns through collaborative approaches
(Skogan, 2006). Evidence concerning community policing is mixed and depends considerably
on implementation and context. A systematic review of community-oriented policing found
that such approaches can influence police legitimacy, satisfaction, and perceptions of disorder,
although effects on crime and fear vary across interventions (Gill et al., 2014). Similarly, a
systematic review of problem-oriented policing found evidence of reductions in crime and
disorder, while noting more limited effects on fear of crime and collective efficacy (Hinkle et
al., 2020). These findings suggest that effective prevention requires context-specific planning,
community participation, institutional accountability, and evaluation rather than reliance on a
single intervention.

Restorative approaches may also contribute to community recovery where they are
appropriately implemented. Restorative justice focuses on addressing harm, encouraging
accountability, and involving affected parties in processes of repair and reintegration.
Evidence from juvenile justice research indicates that restorative justice programmes can
produce modest reductions in subsequent delinquent behaviour compared with conventional
responses (Kimbrell et al., 2023). Such approaches are particularly relevant to social work
because they emphasize rehabilitation, social reintegration, dialogue, and community
relationships rather than focusing exclusively on punishment.

The relationship between crime, youth identity, and digital environments has become
increasingly significant. Young people use social media to communicate, construct identities,
maintain relationships, and obtain information about their social environment. Social identity
theory explains that individuals derive part of their self-concept from their membership in
social groups (Turner et al., 1987). Digital environments can therefore become important
spaces for identity formation and peer interaction. Research on social networking has also
shown that online interactions can influence psychological well-being in different ways
depending on how platforms are used and the nature of social interactions (Verduyn et al.,
2017). Excessive or problematic social media use has been associated with psychological
difficulties in some studies, although evidence does not support a simple causal relationship
for all users (Orben, 2020; Odgers & Jensen, 2020). Therefore, crime-related digital
information should be considered within the broader social and psychological context of
young people's online lives.
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The issue is particularly relevant to urban youth in developing metropolitan settings where
physical insecurity and digital communication coexist. Digital platforms can facilitate rapid
information exchange about local incidents, safety concerns, and community activities, but
repeated exposure to threatening information may also influence perceptions of risk. Research
on media and fear of crime has long demonstrated that the amount and nature of crime
information available to individuals can shape perceptions of safety (Heath, 1984). More
recent work on social media similarly suggests that online exposure and interaction can
influence perceptions of neighborhood crime and safety. Therefore, crime prevention
education should emphasize accurate information, responsible communication, practical
safety knowledge, and constructive community participation rather than fear-based
messaging.

From a social work perspective, street crime prevention can consequently be understood as a
multidimensional process involving individuals, families, communities, educational
institutions, and formal agencies. Social work approaches emphasize empowerment,
participation, social justice, and strengthening the capacity of individuals and communities to
address social problems (International Federation of Social Workers, 2014). Youth-focused
prevention can therefore combine safety education with civic participation, social support,
community engagement, and opportunities for constructive social interaction. Such an
approach is consistent with the broader concept of peace resilience because it connects
personal safety with social relationships, community participation, institutional
responsiveness, and sustainable community development.

In the context of Karachi, these theoretical perspectives provide a useful framework for
examining how young people experience and respond to street crime. Rather than examining
crime only as a law-enforcement issue, the present study considers prevention education as a
social process through which university students may develop awareness, preventive
knowledge, community responsibility, and safer patterns of interaction. The study therefore
connects street crime prevention education with social identity, fear of crime, community
participation, and peace resilience, providing a social work perspective on the development
of safer and more cohesive urban communities.

Research Methodology

The research method adopted for this study is based on a descriptive mixed-methods research
design to examine the role of street crime prevention education in promoting peace resilience
and social cohesion within urban communities. Mixed-methods research combines
quantitative and qualitative approaches to develop a broader understanding of a research
problem (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018). The study focuses on public awareness, preventive
knowledge, community participation, and perceptions of safety in relation to street crime. A
sample of 200 respondents from Karachi was selected through purposive sampling to obtain
relevant information regarding street crime prevention, community safety, and peace
resilience. Purposive sampling is appropriate when participants are selected because of their
relevance to the research objectives and the information they can provide (Etikan et al., 2016).
Primary data were collected through structured questionnaires and semi-structured interviews
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to explore respondents' awareness of crime prevention strategies and their perceptions of
public trust, social harmony, and collective responsibility. Quantitative data were analyzed
using descriptive statistical techniques, including frequencies and percentages, while
qualitative data were examined through thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns and
perspectives (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The study also considers the role of educational
institutions, community organizations, policymakers, and law enforcement agencies in
strengthening community-based crime prevention initiatives. Ethical principles, including
informed consent, confidentiality, privacy, and voluntary participation, were maintained
throughout the research process (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). The descriptive approach
provides an understanding of respondents’ experiences, awareness levels, and preventive
practices without attempting to establish causal relationships. The study therefore highlights
the potential role of crime prevention education in strengthening social cohesion, community
participation, and peace resilience while contributing to safer and more sustainable urban
communities in Karachi, Pakistan.

Results and Analysis

Table no. 1 Demographic Profile of Respondents by age

Age Group | Category | Frequency (n) | Percentage (%)
18-20 years 72 36.0
21-23 years 91 45.5
24-26 years 37 18.5
Total 200 100.0

The age distribution of the 200 respondents from Karachi shows that the largest proportion,
91 (45.5%), belonged to the 21-23 years age group. This was followed by 72 (36.0%)
respondents aged 18-20 years, while 37 (18.5%) respondents were between 24-26 years of
age. The findings indicate that the majority of respondents were young adults, with the 21-23
years age group representing the largest segment of the sample. As the study focuses on street
crime prevention education and its role in shaping social identity, awareness, behavior, and
perceptions among urban youth, the age distribution provides relevant demographic context
for understanding the perspectives of young people living in Karachi's urban environment.

Table no.2 Street Crime Prevention Education and Social Identity

Statement Agreen | Neutraln | Disagree n
(%) (%) (%)
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Crime prevention education increases my sense of 142 32 (16.0) 26 (13.0)
responsibility toward my community. (71.0)
Safety awareness helps me develop a more 148 29 (14.5) 23 (11.5)
responsible social identity. (74.0)
Crime prevention education encourages positive 136 37 (18.5) 27 (13.5)
interaction with others. (68.0)
I feel more connected with my community when I 129 40 (20.0) 31 (15.5)
participate in safety initiatives. (64.5)

The findings suggest that a considerable proportion of respondents perceived crime prevention
education as relevant to their social identity and community responsibility. The highest level
of agreement was observed for the statement that safety awareness helps develop a more
responsible social identity (74.0%). Similarly, 71.0% reported that crime prevention education
increases their sense of responsibility toward the community. These findings are consistent
with the broader literature emphasizing the importance of youth participation and community
engagement in developing a sense of belonging and civic responsibility (Zeldin, 2004).
However, the findings should be interpreted as respondents' perceptions rather than evidence
that crime prevention education directly causes changes in social identity.

Table no.3 Public Safety Awareness, Self-Perception, Behaviour, and Lifestyle Choices

Indicator Yes n Non
(%) (%)
Safety education improved my awareness of street crime risks. 161 39

(80.5) | (19.5)

I have adopted preventive safety practices after receiving crime- 145 55
related information. (72.5) (27.5)
Safety awareness has influenced the way I travel or move in public 128 72
places. (64.0) (36.0)
I feel more confident in making safety-related decisions. 139 61

(69.5) | (30.5)

The results indicate that 80.5% of respondents reported increased awareness of street crime
risks, while 72.5% reported adopting preventive safety practices. Approximately two-thirds
(64.0%) indicated that safety awareness had influenced their movement or travel behavior.
The findings suggest that structured public safety education may be associated with increased
awareness and preventive behavior among university students. The present findings also
indicate that awareness may extend beyond knowledge to everyday behavioral choices.
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Table no.4 Crime-Related Information Exposure, Fear of Crime, and Psychological
Well-Being

Indicator High n (%) | Moderate n (%) | Low n (%)
Exposure to crime-related information 104 (52.0) 61 (30.5) 35(17.5)
Fear of becoming a victim of street crime 88 (44.0) 70 (35.0) 42 (21.0)
Concern about travelling alone 96 (48.0) 57 (28.5) 47 (23.5)
Emotional stress related to crime news 67 (33.5) 73 (36.5) 60 (30.0)

More than half of the respondents (52.0%) reported a high level of exposure to crime-related
information. Fear of becoming a victim was high among 44.0% of respondents, while 48.0%
reported a high level of concern about travelling alone. The findings indicate that frequent
exposure to crime-related information may coexist with increased perceptions of risk and fear
among young people. Previous research has also examined associations between social media
consumption, perceived risk, and fear of crime (Intravia et al., 2017; Shi, 2021). At the same
time, the present descriptive findings cannot establish that information exposure directly
causes fear or psychological distress.

Table no.5 Community-Based Educational Initiatives and Neighborhood Interaction

Statement Agree n Neutral n Disagree n
(Y0) (Y0) (Y0)

Community safety programs encourage | 137 (68.5) 36 (18.0) 27 (13.5)
interaction among residents.
Social media helps me receive information | 151 (75.5) 27 (13.5) 22 (11.0)
about neighborhood safety.
I participate in online discussions about | 119 (59.5) 42 (21.0) 39 (19.5)
community safety.
Community initiatives encourage face-to-face | 131 (65.5) 39 (19.5) 30 (15.0)
interaction.

The findings demonstrate that digital platforms were an important source of neighborhood
safety information, with 75.5% of respondents agreeing that social media helped them receive
safety-related information. In addition, 65.5% reported that community initiatives encouraged
face-to-face interaction. These findings suggest that digital and traditional forms of
community interaction can operate alongside one another. EXxisting research has similarly
highlighted the relationship between locality-based social media, perceptions of neighborhood
safety, and offline crime prevention participation (Zahnow et al., 2024).
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Table no.6 Positive and Negative Effects of Crime Prevention Campaigns

Effect Frequency (n) | Percentage (%)
Increased awareness 164 82.0
Increased sense of civic responsibility 143 71.5
Encouraged preventive behavior 151 75.5
Increased community participation 126 63.0
Increased fear or anxiety 78 39.0
Increased avoidance of certain places 91 45.5
Increased suspicion toward unfamiliar people 64 32.0

The results indicate that respondents perceived several positive effects of crime prevention
campaigns. Increased awareness was the most frequently reported outcome (82.0%), followed
by preventive behavior (75.5%) and increased civic responsibility (71.5%). Community
participation was reported by 63.0% of respondents. At the same time, the findings identify
potential negative effects. Nearly half of the respondents (45.5%) reported avoiding certain
places because of crime-related concerns, while 39.0% reported increased fear or anxiety.
These findings demonstrate the importance of presenting crime prevention information in a
balanced manner. Prevention campaigns can improve awareness while also contributing to
heightened perceptions of risk if messages emphasize danger without providing practical and
reassuring guidance.

The descriptive findings indicate that respondents generally associated street crime prevention
education with greater safety awareness, preventive behavior, community responsibility, and
participation. At the same time, crime-related information exposure was associated with
reported concerns regarding fear, avoidance, and emotional stress. The results therefore
indicate that crime prevention education has relevance to the formation and reconstruction of
social identity among urban youth through awareness, community participation, responsible
behavior, and interaction. However, the findings also highlight the need for prevention
campaigns that avoid excessive fear and encourage constructive civic participation.

Discussion
Results and Discussion

i) The Role of Street Crime Prevention Education in the Formation and Reconstruction
of Social Identity among Urban Youth

The findings of the present study indicate that street crime prevention education is relevant to
the formation and reconstruction of social identity among urban youth in Karachi. Among the
200 respondents, 142 (71.0%) agreed that crime prevention education increased their sense of
responsibility toward their community, while 148 (74.0%) reported that safety awareness
helped them develop a more responsible social identity. Furthermore, 136 (68.0%)
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respondents agreed that crime prevention education encouraged positive interaction with
others, and 129 (64.5%) reported feeling more connected with their community when
participating in safety-related initiatives. These findings suggest that crime prevention
education may extend beyond the transmission of safety information and contribute to young
people's perceptions of themselves as responsible members of their communities. The
relatively high proportion of respondents reporting increased responsibility and social
connection indicates that awareness-based initiatives may provide opportunities for youth to
understand their role in maintaining community safety. The findings are consistent with
research emphasizing the importance of community engagement and social capital in crime
prevention. Lockey et al. (2019), in a quasi-experimental study of a local community
engagement intervention, found increases in social capital, local area potency, and confidence
in the police, together with reductions in fear of crime and antisocial behavior in the
intervention area. These findings provide comparative support for the present study's
observation that community-oriented initiatives can be associated with perceptions of
responsibility, participation, and community connection. However, the present findings
should be interpreted as respondents’ reported perceptions rather than evidence of a direct
causal relationship. Since the study follows a descriptive design, the findings demonstrate
patterns in the responses of the 200 participants rather than establishing that crime prevention
education independently causes changes in social identity.

ii) Structured Public Safety Awareness, Self-Perception, Behavior, and Lifestyle Choices

The findings demonstrate a relatively high level of reported awareness regarding street crime
prevention among the respondents. A total of 161 (80.5%) respondents reported that safety
education improved their awareness of street crime risks. In addition, 145 (72.5%) stated that
they had adopted preventive safety practices after receiving crime-related information.
Similarly, 128 (64.0%) reported that safety awareness had influenced the way they travelled
or moved in public places, while 139 (69.5%) indicated that they felt more confident in making
safety-related decisions. These findings suggest that structured public safety awareness may
be associated with changes in preventive practices and everyday decision-making among
university students. The relatively high percentage reporting improved awareness is
particularly important because knowledge of risks and available preventive measures can help
young people make informed decisions in potentially unsafe environments. The findings also
indicate that safety awareness may influence lifestyle choices. However, the reported change
in movement patterns among 64.0% of respondents requires careful interpretation. Changes
in movement may represent informed precaution, but they may also reflect increased fear or
avoidance of certain places. Therefore, public safety education should ideally provide
practical preventive knowledge without unnecessarily increasing perceptions of danger. This
interpretation is supported by Chataway and Hart (2018), who examined awareness of
community crime prevention programs among 713 residents in Australia. Their findings
showed that awareness of crime prevention initiatives was related to the way residents’
perceived victimization and fear of crime, suggesting that knowledge of prevention initiatives
can influence attitudes toward crime and victimization.
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iii) Crime-Related Information Exposure, Social Comparison, Psychological Well-Being,
and Fear of Crime

The findings show substantial exposure to crime-related information among the respondents.
More than half of the participants, 104 (52.0%), reported a high level of exposure to crime-
related information. In relation to fear of crime, 88 (44.0%) respondents reported a high level
of fear of becoming victims of street crime, while 96 (48.0%) expressed a high level of
concern about travelling alone. Furthermore, 67 (33.5%) respondents reported high emotional
stress associated with crime-related information. These findings indicate that crime-related
information forms an important part of the safety perceptions of urban youth. The relatively
high exposure to crime information, combined with reported fear and concern about travelling
alone, suggests an important relationship between information exposure and perceptions of
the urban environment. The findings are broadly consistent with Intravia et al. (2017), who
examined social media consumption and fear of crime among a sample consisting primarily
of young adults. Their study found that greater social media consumption was associated with
fear of crime, although the relationship varied according to perceived safety. Similarly, Shi
(2021), examining 398 international students across nine universities in the United States,
investigated media consumption, perceived risk, and fear of crime, providing further evidence
for examining media exposure as one factor in understanding fear of crime among students.
However, exposure to crime information should not automatically be interpreted as the cause
of fear or psychological stress. Fear of crime can also be influenced by direct victimization
experiences, neighborhood conditions, family experiences, perceptions of policing, and
broader perceptions of insecurity. Therefore, the present findings identify an important
descriptive pattern but do not establish a causal relationship between crime-related
information exposure and psychological well-being. The findings therefore suggest the
importance of providing crime-related information in a balanced and evidence-based manner.
Prevention education should increase awareness and preparedness while avoiding
communication strategies that may unnecessarily intensify fear or social withdrawal.

iv) Community-Based Educational Initiatives and Digital and Traditional Neighborhood
Interaction

The findings demonstrate that both digital and traditional forms of community interaction are
relevant to crime prevention among the respondents. A total of 137 (68.5%) respondents
agreed that community safety programs encouraged interaction among residents. Social media
was identified as an important source of neighborhood safety information, with 151 (75.5%)
respondents agreeing that it helped them receive information about community safety.
Furthermore, 119 (59.5%) respondents reported participating in online discussions related to
community safety, while 131 (65.5%) agreed that community initiatives encouraged face-to-
face interaction. These findings indicate that digital platforms are an important component of
community safety communication among urban youth. Social media can facilitate rapid
information sharing and communication about local concerns, while face-to-face interaction
can provide opportunities for direct communication and relationship building. The findings
are particularly relevant when considered alongside Zahnow and Smith's (2024) study of
1,000 residents across more than 300 communities in Queensland, Australia. Their research
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found that exposure to crime-related content on locality-based social media was associated
with higher perceived neighborhood crime and lower feelings of safety. At the same time,
people who actively created or engaged with local content were more likely to report offline
crime prevention behavior than people who only consumed content. This evidence supports
the importance of distinguishing between passive consumption and active community
participation. In the context of the present study, the finding that 59.5% of respondents
participated in online discussions suggests that digital platforms may provide opportunities
for active engagement rather than merely passive exposure to crime-related information.
However, digital interaction should be accompanied by responsible information sharing
because unverified reports may increase fear or misunderstanding. The findings therefore
support an approach in which digital communication complements rather than replaces direct
community interaction.

v) Positive and Negative Effects of Crime Prevention Campaigns on Youth Development
and Civic Responsibility

The findings demonstrate both positive and negative effects associated with crime prevention
campaigns. Increased awareness was the most frequently reported positive outcome, with 164
(82.0%) respondents identifying it as an important effect. Similarly, 151 (75.5%) respondents
reported that crime prevention campaigns encouraged preventive behavior, while 143 (71.5%)
reported an increased sense of civic responsibility. In addition, 126 (63.0%) respondents
indicated increased community participation. These findings suggest that crime prevention
campaigns can contribute to youth development by increasing knowledge, encouraging
responsible behavior, and strengthening awareness of community responsibilities. The
relatively high level of reported civic responsibility is particularly relevant to the study's focus
on social identity because civic participation can provide young people with opportunities to
understand themselves as active members of their communities. At the same time, the findings
identify several negative effects. A total of 78 (39.0%) respondents reported increased fear or
anxiety, while 91 (45.5%) reported avoiding certain places because of crime-related concerns.
Furthermore, 64 (32.0%) reported increased suspicion toward unfamiliar people. These
findings demonstrate that crime prevention communication may have unintended
consequences when messages focus heavily on danger. Chataway and Hart (2018) found that
awareness of community crime prevention programs was associated with differences in fear
and perceptions of victimization, and they emphasized the importance of developing
prevention and fear-reduction strategies that maximize positive effects while minimizing
unintended consequences. Similarly, Zahnow and Smith (2024) found that greater exposure
to crime content on locality-based social media was associated with higher perceptions of
neighborhood crime and lower feelings of safety, while more active engagement was
associated with greater offline crime prevention behavior. Therefore, the findings support the
need for crime prevention campaigns that combine awareness with practical guidance,
community participation, and responsible communication. The purpose should not simply be
to increase awareness of crime but also to help young people develop informed preventive
behavior while maintaining social trust and constructive community interaction. The findings
from the 200 respondents indicate that street crime prevention education is associated with
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several important dimensions of urban youth experience in Karachi. The highest reported
finding was increased awareness of crime prevention, with 82.0% of respondents identifying
increased awareness as a positive effect of prevention campaigns. This was followed by
improved awareness of street crime risks (80.5%), encouragement of preventive behavior
(75.5%), and increased civic responsibility (71.5%). The findings also show that crime
prevention education has a social dimension. A substantial proportion of respondents reported
increased community responsibility, stronger social connection, and greater interaction
through community initiatives. These patterns are relevant to the study's central argument that
crime prevention education can contribute to the formation and reconstruction of social
identity by encouraging young people to understand themselves as responsible and
participating members of their communities. At the same time, the findings reveal an
important concern. Fear, anxiety, and avoidance were reported by a considerable proportion
of respondents. This indicates that crime prevention education needs to maintain a balance
between risk awareness and constructive community engagement. Existing research similarly
shows that awareness of crime prevention initiatives and exposure to crime-related
information can shape perceptions of victimization, fear, and safety (Chataway & Hart, 2018;
Intravia et al., 2017; Zahnow & Smith, 2024).

The findings suggest that street crime prevention education is relevant to awareness,
preventive practices, civic responsibility, and community interaction among urban youth.
However, because the present study uses a descriptive research design, these findings should
be understood as patterns in respondents' perceptions and experiences rather than causal
effects. The findings provide a basis for further examination of how community-based crime
prevention education may contribute to social cohesion, peace resilience, and safer urban
communities in Karachi.

Conclusion

Street crime is not only a public safety concern but also a social issue that can influence young
people’s sense of security, behavior, social relationships, and connection with their
communities. The findings of this study highlight the important role of street crime prevention
education in developing awareness, encouraging responsible behavior, and strengthening
community participation among urban youth in Karachi. The study indicates that prevention
education can provide young people with practical knowledge about safety risks and
preventive practices while also encouraging a greater sense of responsibility towards their
communities. The findings further show that exposure to crime-related information can
influence young people’s perceptions of safety, fear of crime, and everyday decisions
regarding movement and interaction in public spaces. At the same time, community-based
educational initiatives provide opportunities for youth to participate in safety-related
activities, interact with other community members, and develop stronger social connections.
Digital platforms, particularly social media, also provide an important space for sharing
neighborhood safety information and facilitating community interaction, although excessive
exposure to crime-related content may contribute to fear and anxiety. Overall, the study
concludes that street crime prevention should not be viewed solely as the responsibility of law
enforcement agencies. A sustainable approach requires the combined efforts of educational
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institutions, families, community organizations, social workers, policymakers, and law
enforcement agencies. Prevention education can serve as a bridge between individual
awareness and collective community responsibility by encouraging young people to adopt
safer practices, participate in community initiatives, and contribute positively to their social
environment. From a social work perspective, integrating crime prevention education into
youth development and community-based programmes can strengthen social cohesion, civic
responsibility, and community resilience. Therefore, greater attention to preventive education,
meaningful youth participation, responsible dissemination of crime-related information, and
collaboration among relevant stakeholders can contribute to safer, more connected, and more
sustainable urban communities. The study ultimately emphasizes that building safer societies
requires not only responding to crime after it occurs, but also educating, engaging, and
empowering communities to prevent it.

Recommendations

1. Integrate street crime prevention education into university programmes to strengthen
youth awareness and safety practices.

2. Encourage youth participation in community-based safety and crime prevention
activities.

3. Promote responsible sharing of crime-related information to reduce fear and
misinformation.

4. Strengthen collaboration among social workers, educational institutions,
communities, and law enforcement agencies.

5. Develop sustainable community initiatives that promote civic responsibility, social
cohesion, and peace resilience.
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